
G
E
C

H
S

 B
a
ck

g
ro

u
n
d

GECHS, a core project of the International
Human Dimensions Programme on Global En-
vironmental Change (IHDP) since 1999, promo-
tes cooperative and interdisciplinary research as
keys to exploring environmental change and
human security relationships. The basic premi-
se underpinning GECHS is that global environ-
mental change has significant implications for
human security. Global environmental change-
related threats to human security are unevenly
distributed across and within regions, social
groups, and generations. Understanding who is
most vulnerable, as well as how these threats
contribute to conflict or cooperation, is an
important part of GECHS research.

GECHS is also concerned with the relationships
between global environmental change and other
social processes such as globalization, the spread
of infectious diseases, violent conflict, and urba-
nization. Together, the outcomes of these chan-
ges influence people's vulnerability and respon-
se capacities, with implications for equity,
sustainability, and human security. From a poli-
cy perspective, addressing global environmental
change is ultimately tied to improving human
security for those individuals and communities
that are at greatest risk.

The GECHS project focuses on the relation-
ships between global environmental change and
human security. Both environmental change
and human security are key concerns in the
21st century. Human security, broadly defined
by the United Nations as "freedom from fear"
and "freedom from wants", refers to multiple
aspects and issues related to human well-being.
Human security research focuses on the way
diverse social and environmental processes
combine to affect human well-being, including
people's health, economic opportunities, and
political freedoms. Environmental changes
resulting from both human activities and natu-
ral processes pose risks to human security.
GECHS situates these environmental changes
within the larger socio-economic and political
contexts that shape the capacity of humans to
cope with and respond to change.

The GECHS project considers human security
as an outcome of multiple and interacting pro-
cesses. Human security is achieved when and
where individuals and communities: 

Have the options necessary to end, mitiga-
te, or adapt to risks to their human, envi-
ronmental, and social rights; 

Have the capacity and freedom to exercise
these options; and

Actively participate in attaining these
options.
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The goal of GECHS is to promote understan-
ding and recognition of global environmental
change as an issue of equity and sustainability,
both of which are influenced by various forms of
social power, as well as by broader social, eco-
nomic, and cultural changes.

The objectives of GECHS are fourfold:

To support, generate, and promote research
activities related to global environmental
change and human security;

To promote dialogue and encourage collabo-
ration and networking among scholars from
around the world;

To facilitate improved communication and
cooperation with research groups working
on other dimensions of human security;

To foster greater linkages, dialogue, and
exchanges among the research, practition-
er, and policy communities.

G
o
a
l a

n
d
 O

b
je

ctiv
e
s o

f G
E
C

H
S

GECHS

GECHS research focuses broadly on issues
related to global environmental change and
human security. Carried out by an expanding
network of scientists and practitioners, the pro-
ject embraces current research activities of SSC
members and associated researchers, as well as
new projects developed under GECHS. Some
of the key themes currently addressed through
GECHS include:

Environmental Change, Peace and Coope-
ration

Environmental Security and Conflict

Social Vulnerability and Adaptive Capacity

Global Environmental Change in the
Context of Globalization

Health and Human Security

Gender, Human Security, and Environmen-
tal Change.
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Contact details
GECHS International Project Office
Department of Sociology and Human Geography
University of Oslo
P.O. Box 1096 Blindern
0317 Oslo, Norway
P: +47 22 85 52 57
F: +47 22 85 52 53
info@gechs.org
http://www.gechs.org

GECHS Scientific Steering Committee
Members (2005-2006)
Karen O'Brien (Chair), University of Oslo (Norway)

Jonathon Barnett, University of Melbourne
(Australia)

Hans Bohle, University of Bonn (Germany)

Indra De Soysa, Norwegian University of Science
and Technology (Norway)

Patricia G. Kameri-Mbote, University of Nairobi
(Kenya)

Alexander Lopez, National University of Costa Rica
(Costa Rica)

Richard Matthew, University of California, Irvine
(U.S.A.)

Lyla Mehta, University of Sussex (U.K.)

Elena Nikitina, Russian Academy of Sciences
(Russia)

Kwasi Nsiah-Gyabaah, Sunyani University (Ghana)

Joni Seager, York University (Canada)

The GECHS International Project Office is funded by the

Research Council of Norway.
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Human security is a topic of interest and con-
cern to the academic research community, but
it also has practical and applied dimensions that
are relevant to policy and practitioner commu-
nities. Calls for a transition to sustainability and
the development of sustainability science de-
mand a closer relationship between science,
policy, and practitioner communities.

GECHS seeks to work at the science-practition-
er-policy interface through:

AVISO policy briefings that highlight re-
search problems and findings in a concise
and accessible manner; 

Participation in processes such as the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;

Consultation with practitioners and stake-
holders in research design and methods;

Raising awareness of the links between glo-
bal environmental change and human secu-
rity by active participation in research, poli-
cy, and media debates, and through contri-
butions to the Wilson Center's Environ-
mental Change and Security Project.
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The Southern Africa Vulnerability Initiative (SAVI)
project, developed and initiated by GECHS,
focuses on vulnerability in the context of multi-
ple processes of change, and on identifying
responses and interventions that enhance
human security. In southern Africa, some of the
most important processes of change include the
spread of infectious diseases, changes in water
access and availability, economic globalization,
urbanization, and political conflict, as well as cli-
mate and environmental change. Understand-
ing the interactions among these processes is
critical to addressing present and future chal-
lenges to human security in southern Africa.

SAVI draws together diverse research on vul-
nerability and considers it within a framework
that distinguishes among processes, responses,
and outcomes. It is based on dialogues be-
tween researchers, practitioners, and policy
makers, carried out through projects and work-
shops and promoted through a common web
site: www.savi.org.za. SAVI encourages colla-
boration and participation of diverse communi-
ties concerned with vulnerability in southern
Africa.
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The GECHS Scientific Steering Committee
(SSC) sets research priorities and implements
the project's science agenda in association with
a wide network of researchers. GECHS activi-
ties fall within two broad areas - research and
the science-policy interface. Within the research
area, GECHS focuses on concepts, methods
and applied research related to global environ-
mental change and human security. Working at
the science-policy interface, GECHS engages in
dialogue with practitioner and policy communi-
ties, and translates GECHS-related research
into policy briefings, bulletins, and other for-
mats that make results and findings accessible
to a wider community.

GECHS endorses research projects related to
global environmental change and human secu-
rity (see www.gechs.org/endorse.htm), and
encourages affiliation and participation in
GECHS-related activities. GECHS activities
and achievements are highlighted in an elec-
tronic newsletter published three times a year.
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IHDP is an international, interdisciplinary and
non-governmental science organization, dedica-
ted to promoting, catalyzing and coordinating
research, capacity-building, and networking on
the human dimensions of global environmental
change. It takes a social science perspective on
global change and it works at the interface be-
tween science and practice. 

IHDP’s mission is to generate scientific know-
ledge on coupled socio-environmental systems,
and to achieve comprehensive understanding of
global environmental change processes and their
consequences for sustainable development.

IHDP’s Seven Core Research Projects

> Global Environmental Change and Human 
Security (GECHS)

> Industrial Transformation (IT)

> Institutional Dimensions of Global Environ-
mental Change (IDGEC)

> Land-Use and Land-Cover Change (LUCC)*

> Land-Ocean Interactions in the Coastal 
Zone (LOICZ)*

> Urbanization

> Global Land Project (GLP)*
* co-sponsored by IGBP
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