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Conditions in Iceland

What 1s special about Iceland compared to other Nordic countries?

Warm and cold ocean currents
— fisheries, sea ice
— navigation
Glaciers and geothermal activity
— eruptions
— hydro- and geothermal power plants
Agriculture and industry
— fairly simple
Settlement mainly along the coast
— wilderness in the middle

In the past, a combination of harsh climate and eruptions
created the most difficult scenarios.



Expected changes

* Navigation
— Increased shipping
— Increased risk of pollution and accidents
e Glaciers
— Hydrology
o Agriculture
— New species, new pests?
e Fishing
— New species, other disappear?
e Eruptions?



Adaptation research

e Has mainly been carried out from the nature end

Types of impacts, how do they appear?
First order, second order impacts...

e History

Nice cause it has already happen :)
Microhistory: Diaries and letters.

We are pretty good at knowing what went wrong and why...
(Norse Greenland, ideas of moving to Denmark 1800, emigration
in the 19th Century)

...bout should probably start to think more about what was
successful and why

One has to keep a healthy balance of respect for the past and
criticism for it



Tales of the unexpected

 What will change and how?

— The importance of being able to predict or foresee possible
changes (not cheating in the adaptation game)

— Possibly the worst thing we can do is convince ourselves that we
are fully prepared for future changes

 What is (important for) adaptability?

— Spotting and using new opportunities, Flexibility, Sense of
humour?, Mixture of stability and change in societies, Ability
and willingness to learn, Slight madness seems to help, Being
positive.

— Icelandic examples: Eruption in Vestmannaeyjar - a way of

heating the town, Industrial waste (The Blue lagoon), Aliens on
Sneefellsjokull.



Possible methods

* How do we measure or compare impacts

and adaptability?

* Personal scale (to what extent is ones live
affected)

e Societies (different scales)

 Comparative studies

The NORSAGA project will be an interesting frame
for testing these matters.



TORSDAG 13. DECEMBER 1945

En pludsellg I(Ilmaforandrmg |
Nordosipassagen {aar verdens-
 gkonomisk Betydning

Norsk Professor om opsr,gtvwkkende arktiske Resultater

. ‘af russiske Videnskabsmend

Hvad Menneskene drgmte om for Aarhuudreder s:den,
har Naturen skanket os nu

— Man ovserdrwer naeppe, naar man
s:ger, at en Naiurrevo!uhon er indfraadt
i den Del af Arktik, der bl a. omfatier
Nordostpassagen — skriver den norske
Videnskabsmand, Professor Ahlmann: i
en opsigtvaekkende Arfikel i den nor-
ske Polaraarbog, der i Gaar udkom.
Nordosfpassagen er blevet den Savej,
_ som Holleendere og Englaendere fan-
faserede om for nogle Aarhundreder
siden, og som Svenskere og Nord-
meaend i Slufningen af del mlienda Aar-
‘hundrede og Begyndelsen af det ty-
vende forcerede under sfore Besveaer-

Indledmng bl a., at den russiske arkti-
ske Forskning er af meget omfattende
Karakter og langt mere omfattende end
noget andet Lands, og de Resultater,

Russerne er kommet til, er af den al-

lersterste Betydning for Polarforskn:n-
Een i det hele taget.

1 Million km? mindre Is

Russerne har bl. a. ved Kortlagning
af Drivisen bevist, at Isens Udbred-

| ningsomraade fra 1924 til 1944 er for-

mindsket med ikke mindre end 1 Mil-
lion Kvadratkilometer, ,,Sedov* -Ekspe-
dmonen fandt Vandet i de dybere Bug-
ter i Polhavet veesentligt varmere end
nFram“-Ekspeditionen, og  desuden
fandt de den j=vne Polaris formind-
sket fra 365 cm i Middeltykkelse paa
Nansens Tid til 218 i 1940 I det hele
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Russerne lodder Dybden — til hajre
Polarforskeran Papanin, -

viser®aa, at Omraaderne for baade den
polare Anti-Cyklon og det sibiriske
Hejiryk er blevet indskreenket saaledes,
at den atlantiske Cyklon med sit mil-
dere Klima gor sig gzldende lzngere
og lengere mod @st. Som en Falge
heraf har Russerne i den senere Tid
kunnet opretholde en Skibsrute langs
denne nordre Sgvej i en Udstrzekning,’
som ingen tidligere havde furdet drem-
me om, og fortseetter Udviklingen med
denne Klimaforbedring, vil Sevejen
blive af endnu sterre Betydning for
Ruslands Fremtid som estasiatisk Magt.

Russmk Kaempemdsats
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