
6th International Human Dimensions Workshop (IHDW)

Global Environmental Change and Human Security

October 11 ï16 2008, New Delhi

The Sustainable Adaptation Group



What Do We Mean By 

Sustainable Adaptation?

1. Describes the dynamic 

processes, actions, decisions and 

strategies that reduce 

vulnerability to climate change 

without compromising human 

security in the short run AND in 

the long run.

2. Addresses direct impacts and risk 

associated with climate change 

and the systemic and contextual 

factors that create vulnerability.

3. Promotes the capacity to adapt to 

dynamic and nonlinear changes, 

both at individual and collective 

levels. 



4. Differentiates between coping

mechanisms and sustainable

adaptation.

5. It is pro-active rather than

reactive. It is about acting

before households are forced

to sell off productive assets. 

6. Recognizes diverse values

and beliefs within and across

impacted populations.

What Do We Mean By 

Sustainable Adaptation?



Sustainable adaptation-

Key Lessons from Workshop

1. Not every adaptation to climate change is good ïsome 

adaptation measures may have negative outcomes, 

create social inequities.

2. Planned adaptation measure must fit the social context.

3. Sustainable adaptation and pro-poor development must 

go in hand. 

4. Sustainable adaptation should recognize dynamic and 

differential vulnerability.

5. Sustainable adaptation should include both hard 

measures and soft measures.

6. Sustainable adaptation must take place at different levels 

(national, district, community, household, etc.).



4 CASE STUDIES

1. Poor communities affected by floods and rainstorms 

in the city Ilorin in Nigeria

2. The Ribeira Valley, Brazil

3. The South Nguru Mountains in Central Tanzania

4. Climate risk, vulnerability and adaptive capacity in a 

community in downtown Concepcion, Chile



Background

High sloped areas classified as high
land slide risk

Why?

Illegal occupation of the place

Physical vulnerability


